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Actors:

Shankar: Flower Vendor

Vijayalakshmi: Shankar’s wife

Harish Gowda: Money lender

Boy: Child of Shankar and Vijayalakshmi
Manoj: Shankar’s friend.
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Scene -1

Location: Slum locality (Interior of home)

Time: Morning




Start of the day marked by people bustling around, Sun getting brighter. Snoring Shankar
turns towards placing his hand over her but vijaylakshmi is seriously staring at the roof. As the
alaram starts ringing, she gently move the hand on her, switch off the alarm, gets off the bed,
bow to god. Sets her disturbed hair to get started for the day.

Vijayalakshmi gets busy with her routine. She brushes her teeth, wash her face and gets into
the kitchen to prepare morning breakfast. Simultaneously she lights the lamp in front of the
diety.

Then Vijayalakshmi wakes up her son, give him a bath and get him the school uniform. Shankar
gets off the bed and get fresh to start his day. Then Vijaylakshmi serves the breakfast to both.
Then she hands over the school bag to her son and he leaves for the school. She then hands over
the bag with garlands prepared the day before to Shankar.

(This is the daily routine of Vijaylakshmi and she is so good at multitasking. She does all this
with so much of ease)
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Vijayalakshmi: Ree........
Shankar wearing his footwear about to leave
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Shankar: Yeh... tell me
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Vijayalakshmi: Today is the birthday of Pushpa’s son, they who stay at the third house from
here.

Shankar lashes out and gets irritated.
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Shankar: So, What?

Shankar who is about to leave with the bag stops. Vijayalakshmi says hesitantly.
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Vijayalakshmi: [ wanted 50 Rs. To buy a gift for the kid
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Shankar: Why should you go for that? [ will get something for him from the market.
Vijayalakshmi leans over the door frame and see Shankar leaving.

(SILENCE)
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Scene 2: Market place, noise of people selling and buying
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Flower Vendors: Come, come... just Rs 50 per meter... you want find it any where... Oh
brother... buy here and offer it to God... Definitely you will pass in your exam

Shankar waits for customers to buy his flowers and a customer walk in, asks checking the
quality
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Customer: How much for a meter (Maaru)?

(Shankar looking down at the flowers stared at the customer and said)
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The customer gets shocked hearing the price.
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Customer: What..?
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Shankar: Yes Rs. 150 / meter and Rs 50/ yard
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Customer: Vendor next to you is selling at Rs 100/meter. Then why are you selling at Rs 150
/ meter?
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Shankar: I am not bothered at what price others sell sir. This is my selling price. Buy it if
you want, else get lost. Customer murmurs for the rudeness of Shankar
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Customer: Hell with this man...... My fate I met this person early morning.

Shankar stares at the customer, pack the flowers and leaves the place pocketing sales proceeds
of the day.
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Scene 3: Bar; Shankar and his friend Manoj drinking in bar.
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Manoj: Dude whatever you say, this should have happened to Manju.

Shankar takes a sip staring at Manoj.

RS QR TeTQ,. TN, VR FVT, DY FOBRCNS)... BREN TREN TeITL/L0W), WO
BRCT... LN NP3 BRTEG...

(FOFT® SDTIONOT SOMY,E

75 g odeces JOFOT SNDTF e FpcrdTY AT bedT)

Manoj: He should have listened to our advice but relied on god and stuff... just got doomed.

Shankar stays uninterested takes another sip.
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Manoj: Come on dude... | am going on ... but you not al all here? Why what is the matter?
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Shankar: Nothing dude... the same market, the same flower selling hustle... All as it was...
nothing has changed.
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Manoj: Hey... Now | remember when you said “Nothing has changed”. A new scheme has
been launched.
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Shankar: Is it? What is that?
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Manoj: It is the “SHAKTI SCHEME” man.... It is all free for all ladies. Ladies can travel totally
for free.
(Camera portrays Shankar’s face in a pensive mood)
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Manoj: No matter what all the government do in the name of women empowerment no one
can snatch the control we have over them, right? (Manoj advances towards Shankar for a
Hifi)

Shankar in a deep thought takes another sip and with a Hifi, touched his glass with that of
Manoj’s and says CHEERS.
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Scene 4: Night; bedroom




It is late night. Vijayalakshmi has made the bed. Just one light is on in the whole house.
Vijayalakshmi’s son doing his homework.

As usual Shankar fully drunk enters the house.
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Vijayalakshmi: You complete your homework. Let me serve the dinner to your dad.

Vijayalakshmi gets the flower bag off his husband and place it in a corner.
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Vijayalakshmi: Did you get the gift?

Slowly Shankar manages himself to take off his shirt.
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Shankar: | came home after a long day of work and you didn’t even offer a glass of water.
Do you want gift? (Shouts)
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Vijayalakshmi: Leave it... It is okay... Come down for dinner.
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Shankar still on his banian
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Shankar: What is the curry?
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Vijayalakshmi: Dal Sambar
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Shankar: [ am fed up with this Daal Sambar. Why don’t you prepare something spicy stuff?
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Shankar comes to know the child watching them and lashes at him.




Shankar: What are you looking at me?
QDEODOT, OMIT 87T TN, FIF LOIT, FADROT DB,

Vijayalakshmi turns at her son and signals him to retrieve.
DBEHOF, : WIT e LTBee TRETD.

Vijayalakshmi: Go-get back. Do your homework.
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Shankar: You both eat. I don’t want it. Shankar departs to the bedroom.

Vijayalakshmi looks at the food and at her son. Child keeps looking at her mother.
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Scene 5: The next day; Interior of the house

Vijayalakshmi: Preparing food in the kitchen ears some loud conversation in the outdoors.
Shankar is standing in front of Harish gowda, the money lender with his two men shouting at
him.
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Harish Gowda: How long should I wait for you to get my money back? You people come in
search of money. Should I come to your place to collect it?
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Shankar: Please excuse Anna... I would come to your place if you had just sent me a word.
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Harish Gowda: Come on ... Will you come to my place? Surely you go to the bar every day. |
know will be here and hence have come.
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Shankar: Just give me a month’s time anna. I will repay the principal and the interest.
(Shankar begs)
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Harish Gowda: You are asking for one more month time? Look at your wife, cursed with a
irresponsible husband like you. How are you going to feed your wife and son?

Shankar stands silent looking at the flower basket.

Harish Gowda speaks out admonishingly.
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Harish Gowda: Hey... you listen. You have to return the amount with the interest in two

weeks’ time failing which you will be thrown out of this house with your family.

(Harish Gowda leaves the scene with his men repeating his warning that he will throw
everyone out)

Shankar leaves with the flower basket looking back at his house and his family.

(Camera portrays Vijaylakshmi standing at the entrance of the house)
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Scene 6: Evening of the same day; Vijayalakshmi preparing garlands for the next day
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Shankar comes home and the child cheers the arrival of his father reported that his dad is back
home. Vijayalakshmi admiringly pinched his chin.

Vijayalakshmi: [ too am aware of it. Why are you screaming? Go out and play.

The boy leaves the house to play.
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Vijayalakshmi gets to the kitchen, places a vessel on the stove, lights up the stove.
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Vijayalakshmi: How come you are back home so early? Well I have so many queries for you
but first get freshen and come for dinner. I have prepared your favorite Bassaru today.
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Vijayalakshmi arranges the plates, tumbler, rice samber, pickle in enthusiastically. Shankar,
takes off his shirt.

Shankar: | met Manoj yesterday and got to know that the government have come up with a
scheme where all ladies can commute in government buses for free. So, | have come to a
decision.

Vijayalakshmi listens to all this doing the job of preparation to serve his husband his favorite
food (The joy of his husband coming home early is seen on her face)
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Vijayalakshmi: What decision?

Shankar comes and sits for dinner and helps himself serving rice.
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Shankar: From tomorrow, you go to the market selling the flowers will be your job and I
will manage all the chores at home.
(Shankar serves himself sambar)
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(Recall of scene-1 of shankar leaving with the flower basket to the market and the silence of
Vijaylakshmi)

The words of Shankar breaks the silence.
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Shankar: Are you listening?
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Vijayalakshmi: What? (With curiosity)
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Shankar: You should let me know the money earned every week. You should report the
profit and loss, the expenditure of buying the flowers and revenue of selling them and also
the amount saved by commuting in the government bus. Got it?

(Shankar continues with the dinner. Camera slowly moves towards Vijayalakshmi.
Vijayalakshmi closes her eyes and finds herself in the flower market on opening her eyes)
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Scene 7: Continuation of scene - 6 (Vijaylakshmi wears the same dress of scene -6)
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Chaotic noise of flower vendors calling and luring customers:
Come sir, come madam just Rs 100/meter. Hurry up... Buy this fresh and colourful flowers.
Have this kanakambara flower just for Rs 50/ yard. Come anna...come akka...

DREIFEFIY TRIT mémd%ﬁ BRIVELROT QBN 0 HORHOT SIE BIBAE IRCWITH.
isacjcg 2.2, AT masm@ofm msodwgwosa TRIT BT 2TZTVT.

Vijayalakshmi, being a novice to the environment settles down with her flowers and scarily

looks around. A lady walks in
3on=s: @oﬁme FeWO8N TRTY?

Lady: How much for this Seventhi flower?
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Vijayalakshmi: Rs 150 / meter akka
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Lady: This is available at Rs 100 / meter. Why are you charging so much?
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Vijayalakshmi: Sorry Akka, [ don’t know. Please pay Rs 100/m only.
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Lady: Rs 100 for Sevanthige? (murmurs expressing satisfaction for the cost)...okay...give me
a meter of Sevanthige.

(Recreation / mirroring)
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A few coins are seen beneath the fabric over which the flowers neatly arranged. A small photo
of lord Ganesha is in the place which used to be the place of a bottle of alcohol.

Vijyalakshmi places the two Rs 50 notes at the photograph of lord Ganesha with devotion and
prays.
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Scene 8: Home; same day
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Vijayalakshmi returns home, places the empty flower basket and her bag in their place. The
child is playing, and Shankar is sleeping. She then walks into the kitchen to satiate her hunger
but finds nothing. She then checks with the child if he had anything. The child replies in the
negative. Vijayalakshmi looks at Shankar and finds empty bottle by his side.
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Scene: Interior of the house; Vijayalakshmi is demonstrating how to prepare rice
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Vijayalakshmi washes the rice well, adds right measure of water, places the cooker on the stove
exploring the procedure of preparing rice.
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Vijayalakshmi:- Just switch off the stove after two whistles. I will be back.
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Vijayalakshmi leaves. Shankar leisurely looks around and eventually checks the bags hang over
there and also checks the containers for cash kept if any and finally finds cash in one of bag of
Vijayalakshmi and count the case and finds vijayalskshmi staring at him. Not getting
perturbed by the act of Shankar. Vijayalakshmi asks to pass on the saree and towel over there
and walks off. Shankar just looks at Vijayalakshmi awestruck.
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Scene 10: Afternoon, Street (Vijayalakshmi wearing the same saree which shankar had given
to her)
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Harish Gowda with his boys on the street. Harish Gowda advises his boys to stay silent and
behave properly as Vijayalakshmi approaches Harish Gowda covering herself well with her
saree pallu.
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Harish Gowda: How come you here? What is that?

(Vijayalakshmi hands over the cash in her purse to Harish Gowda)
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Vijayalakshmi: This the loan amount my husband had barrowed from you Anna. I will
return the balance loan amount and the interest in two weeks time.
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Harish Gowda: But why did you come for this and where is your husband?

(Vijayalakshmi hesitantly answers looking down)
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Vijayalakshmi: Nothing Anna, He is our for work and he has too much of work these days
and has no time. So, | came myself.
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Harish Gowda: Is it? Fine. Okay you may take a leave
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Scene 12: Afternoon; a few days

Location: Flower market

Back ground sound: Vijayalakshmi calling people to buy the flowers from her... come brother...
have this jasmine, Kanakambara, Sevanthi, ...(Says joyfully). Hay you, offer this to god..surely
you will pass in exams...

(People are buying from Vijayalakshmi and Vijayalakshmi is very happy with her job)
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Lady: Hi Vijayalashmi, how are you?
Vijayalashmi is excited.
auoﬁwg\é: TNC @6&, 2R, WA am@ TN 9TCOTINO0T WOTTO?

Vijayalakshmi: Oh Akka come...come... has your son come back from America?
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Lady: Yeh... He is coming in two days and so we are having a small pooja at home. I will let
you know all the flowers. I need for the day. Just make a note of it some one from our house
will come and collect them. Is it okay?
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Vijayalakshmi: Sure Akka. I will keep everything ready as you say.
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Lady: Okay... I need Jasmin, kanakambara, jaaji, Sevanthige - each 5 ‘maaru’.
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Vijayalakshmi: No need of advance Akka. I will keep everything ready. Just send some one
to collect.
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(Vijayalakshmi makes a note of the requirement...Anita, a flower vendor arrives)
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Anita: Come AkKka, let us go for a coffee
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Vijayalakshmi Not now Anitha. This is the time of more customers footfall. Let us go later.
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(Vijayalakshmi gets busy calling customers)

sk

A 13: a:’czfé)f; DICDY; FINE e‘:)z:ab@gé D) D &RSZ D, mmgz 5@@&5’@2 SONTTT
5’@@3@&5)@&2}’@’&.,@@6&’ & Oed ,wg mm& 35 OCS MMOED ToFLICE DOTED;

00 GeNT GOV FoD39 & 08 TRIX), FEVTY YIOIVS...
QDEBODOT, QL0 DIMVDR, FeeR 3 ADDI0...

Scene 13: Time: Morning; home

Vijayalakshmi teaching her son the way of preparing a garland. The child attentively
following her mother learning the skill.
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Vijayalakshmi: Hey... Shall I ask you something?
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Child: Oh..Sure
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Vijayalakshmi: Do you know the reason why is this garland so nice?
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Child: Of course... It looks so nice because the flowers are beautiful

(Vijayalakshmi takes a garland and looks at it thought fully)
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Vijayalakshmi: All think the same as you do that, it is because of the flowers the garland is so
beautiful. But it is the thread binding the individual flowers in apattern and sequence which
makes the garland look nice and appealing. The thread bears all the pain of getting twisted
and knotting to the hold the flowers in their place. So it is the thread which unites the flowers
is the reason for the garland being beautiful
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Shankar: It is time now for you to leave. You carry on. I will teach him

Vijayalakshmi gets herself in front of the mirror. Sets her saree applies a light coat of talcum
powder on her face and combs her hair... hands over a bottle from her bag to shankar

Shankar who was standing behind Vijayalakshmi takes it and slowly gets off the frame.

Vijayalakshmi looks at her son and admonishingly.
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Vijayalakshmi: Just eat whatever is available at home and don’t bother your father with
your demands... and complete all your homework.

Shankar hands over the flower basket to Vijayalakshmi and Vijayalakshmi walks off. Shankar
leaving on the door frame sees Vijayalakshmi going out.

Vijayalakshmi slowly gets close to the camera and smiles.
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